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PRO/CON: Are we ready for self-driving cars?

Jessie Lorenz of the Independent Living Resource Center in San Francisco, California, who is blind, touches the two-seater prototype of
Google's self-driving car at Google headquarters in Mountain View, California, May 13, 2015. LiPo Ching/Bay Area News Group/TNS

PRO: In many ways, self-driving cars are already here
Americans are more than ready for a car that drives itself. In fact, we have been ready for more than 100
years. 

Before we had cars, we had horses that pulled buggies. The horses did not need anyone to drive them. They
were able to find their way home with little or no help from humans. Traveling without a driver is not a new
idea. It is simply a better way to travel.

Cars first appeared in the early 1900s. As more people began driving, the amount of car accidents went up.
Modern technology has made driving safer, but too many people still get hurt in car accidents.

Too Many Car Crashes

One study found that more than 32,000 people die each year in car accidents in the United States. Another
2.5 million people are hurt in accidents each year. 
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Almost 95 out of every 100 of these accidents are caused by human mistakes. That figure comes from
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). This government agency works to make
America's roads safe. 

We accept all of these accidents because cars are very useful. Self-driving cars are even more useful. Self-
driving cars allow people to do other things instead of driving. People could text on their phones, work or
just relax.

Self-driving cars use many forms of technology to drive themselves. Radar, cameras and other sensors help
the car "see" the world around it. Computers drive the car from one place to another. People do not drive at
all. These cars should soon be ready for everyday use.

Self-driving cars remove many of the human mistakes that cause accidents. They also help people who
cannot drive themselves get from place to place. 

Ready Or Not, Here They Come

Then there is the fact that cars are expensive to buy. The gas that fuels cars is expensive too. People also
have to buy insurance to protect themselves. A good insurance plan might pay for all the damage caused by
an accident. Insurance can cost hundreds of dollars each month. That cost that would be lower with self-
driving cars. 

In some ways self-driving cars are already here. Some of the newest safety improvements in cars come very
close to self-driving. New technology can control a car's speed and keep it in its lane. Technology can also
help with parking. These are all steps toward a future full of self-driving cars.

Of course, self-driving cars will not be perfect. There will still be a few accidents. There will be some
people who will never give up driving their cars themselves. Other people will live in areas where self-
driving cars simply may not work. 

Self-driving cars help people in so many ways. It makes little difference if Americans are ready for them.
Ready or not, self-driving cars will soon be here. 
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CON: No one likes a backseat driver, or backseat computer
No one likes backseat drivers. Backseat drivers sit in the back seat of a car and question everything a driver
does in the front seat. Backseat drivers try to control the car without actually driving it. 

Soon it will be a backseat computer controlling our cars.

The self-driving car is no longer just a dream. It is already here. Bits and pieces of it, at least. Many new
cars use cameras and sensors to park themselves. Others have computers that can stop the car without the
driver even touching the brakes if the computers sense that an accident is about to happen.
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Saved By The Car?

Next year, cars from General Motors will go even further. Some of the cars will have vehicle-to-vehicle
communication technology, or V2V for short.

V2V technology allows cars to "talk" to each other through electronic signals. These cars will know where
other cars are and how fast they are going. They will use V2V to avoid accidents.

V2V should stop some common accidents. An example is when a driver stops paying attention, runs a red
light and hits another car.

With V2V, the driver would be saved by the car. It would brake the car at the light. The accident would
never happen.

Technology like V2V in a car is good. However, taking all control from the driver could be terrible. A driver
should always have some control of the car. 

Quite simply, computers have problems. Some kind of computer problem is bound to happen with a self-
driving car. There will be many things that could cause a problem. Driving in a hot summer, a cold winter or
a heavy rainstorm could all cause problems for a car's computer.

Over time, something will go wrong. When it does, the problem will be much worse if the driver cannot
take control of the car. If the computer fails, the driver will need control to stop an accident from happening.
 

Insurance And Traffic Laws

Another problem is how car insurance rules will change.

Insurance protects the driver from paying for accidents. If the driver no longer actually drives the car, he or
she may not need insurance. Without insurance, paying for accidents caused by a self-driving car could be
very complicated. 

An even bigger problem is traffic laws. Sometimes it is necessary to ignore a law in order to avoid an
accident.

For example, cars cannot cross double yellow lines. It is against the law to do so. If a child runs into the path
of a car, the only way to avoid the child might be to drive over those lines. A human would do that. A self-
driving car might not. The car might not be able to ignore that law in order to avoid an accident.

Technology is usually a good thing. However, it is a problem when technology is not under human control.
That could happen with self-driving cars.

Technology that helps human drivers is a great idea. Technology that gets in their way could be a very bad
idea.
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